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for the birds
WHAT YOU SHOULD 
BE READING TODAY 
» Greek Week: We'll have 
photo galleries from Greek 
Week events throughout 
the week online. 
» SGA Elections: Follow 
us for live coverage of SGA 
election results.
WHAT'S ONLINE AT 
WKUHERALD.COM
Spring sing 2016
Noah Ashley, assistant professor in the department of biology, tries to get one of his zebra fi nches to crawl onto his hand in 
their cage at the Environmental Sciences and Technology building on Monday, April 18. Ashley will be headed to northern 
Alaska in June to study how arctic songbirds have adapted to diminished sleep patterns in the summer and how that might 
help the understanding of sleep loss in humans. EMILY KASK/HERALD
BY DUSTIN SKIPWORTH
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Gov. Matt Bevin signed a bill into law 
on April 13 that will make it easier for 
felons in Kentucky to have their re-
cords expunged and restore their full 
rights as citizens.
Kentucky House Bill 40 will allow fel-
ons the opportunity to submit for ex-
pungement five years after probation 
or the end of their sentence, which-
ever is the longest.
“It’s an honor and privilege to be able 
to sign House Bill 40 into law,” Bevin 
said at the signing. “It is critical that 
there is an opportunity for redemp-
tion and second chances because 
America is a land that was founded 
on these principles. The greatness, 
uniqueness, beauty and extraordinary 
nature of America is based on the fact 
that we do give people an opportunity 
for redemption.”
The law comes after Kentucky’s pre-
vious governor, Steve Beshear, filed an 
executive order to allow released fel-
ons to vote shortly before he left office 
last year. That executive order differs 
significantly from the one signed last 
Wednesday.
Under the new bill, felons must follow 
guidelines for a set period to have their 
records cleared completely and to meet 
the requirement for expungement.
The requirements include the five 
year gap between the felon’s sentence 
or probation, that the criminal be 
non-violent and it requires that their 
crimes not be sexual in nature. The 
felon will also pay the clerk $100 for 
the expungement.
Bevin struck down Beshear’s ex-
ecutive order when he took office in 
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Lawmakers were finally able to put 
aside their differences and pass a 
budget on Friday, the final day of Ken-
tucky’s legislative session.
For weeks, legislators had been 
locked in a debate unable to decide 
how to spend about $21 billion over 
the next two years. At the core of the 
debate was Kentucky’s underfunded 
pension system, which is considered 
to be one of the worst in the nation.
Gov. Matt Bevin and the Republican 
Senate believed sharp budget cuts 
were necessary to cover the shortfall 
while the Democratic House remained 
adamant that the recommended bud-
get cuts were too drastic.
Speaker of the House Greg Stumbo 
said during a press conference that he 
believed both parties would be happy 
with the outcome.
“It is an adequate and effective 
blend, I believe, of the priorities con-
tained in both the governor’s recom-
mendation, the House budget and the 
Senate budget,” Stumbo said.
Under the new budget, $1.28 billion 
will be placed in the pension fund. 
In addition to adding money to the 
pension system, the budget will place 
$175 million in a reserve fund, and 
$125 million will be placed in a per-
manent fund.
Senate President Robert Stivers said he 
approves of how the budget turned out.
“We have a strong contribution to 
the pension systems, a healthy budget 
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
An assistant professor in WKU’s biol-
ogy department has received a grant to 
study the sleep patterns of songbirds 
and investigate whether his findings can 
be used for human medical treatments. 
Noah Ashley has been awarded a Na-
tional Science Foundation research 
grant to study the sleep patterns of arc-
tic songbirds in Barrow, Alaska.
The research will consist of studying 
two species of arctic breeding songbirds, 
snow buntings and Lapland longspurs, 
SEE FELONY RECORDS
 PAGE A2
SEE BUDGET PAGE A2







Legislators pass state budget at last moment
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WKU professor studies songbirds and sleep patterns
The budget also allows for these Approved appropriations
$750,000 
appropriated each year for statewide weather network (Kentucky Mesonet)
$10,000,000 
for parking garage construction (agency Bond)
$25,000,000 
in tution for high school grads seeking an associate’s degree (Work ready)
$2,500,000 
to address variance in equity
$15,000,000 
in dual credit scholarships
 $12,000,000 
for garret conference center rennovations (agency Bond)
The cuts for this fiscal year were reduced from 4.5% to 2% 
cuts for the next 2 fiscal years were reduced to 4.5% from 9%
$
projected budget cuts cut in halfperformance based funding
starting in 2018, 5% of university
appropriations will be based on 
performance metrics yet to be determined
by 2019, 15% will be determined by
performance based metrics  
by 2020, 25% will be determined by
performance based metrics  
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reserve trust fund, and it sets forth the 
priorities of both chambers and with 
some input from the executive branch 
as to the priorities that we see going for-
ward in the next two years,” Stivers said.
During the weeks of discussion over 
the budget, lawmakers were torn when 
it came to cutting funding for higher 
education.
In Bevin’s original budget plan, he cut 
funding for higher education by 4.5 per-
cent for the current fiscal year and by 
an additional 9 percent during the next 
two years. Many other agencies also re-
ceived the same budget cuts; however, 
the House most heavily protested the 
cuts to postsecondary education.
Under the compromise, higher edu-
cation will only receive 4.5 percent 
cuts during the next two years. Perfor-
mance-based funding, which was an-
other sticking point the House initially 
rejected, was also restored.
Other parts of the budget include $25 
million in funding for the House’s Work 
Ready Program, a scholarship program 
that will allow new high school gradu-
ates who attend a technical or com-
munity college to receive free tuition. 
As part of the compromise, these stu-
dents must now maintain a 2.5 GPA 
and take at least 15 hours of classes per 
semester.
The budget also includes equity 
funding for both WKU and Northern 
Kentucky University.
“I would characterize this session as 
a success just because we found mid-
dle ground,” Stumbo said.
Not addressed by the budget were 
the 4.5 percent cuts for this fiscal year, 
which Bevin passed through execu-
tive order. Kentucky Attorney General 
Andy Beshear has filed a suit against 
Bevin claiming the executive order is 
illegal under Kentucky’s Constitution.
In a statement, Bevin said he was 
pleased lawmakers were able to reach 
a compromise before the end of the 
legislative session.
“Everyone came together bring-
ing different viewpoints to the table,” 
Bevin said. “The result is that we have 
a budget that is going to put Kentucky 
on solid financial footing.”
Bevin also praised lawmakers for
choosing to put a large amount of the
money into the state pension system.
“[The budget] is conservative, focus-
es on important current priorities and
also saves for the future,” Bevin said.
Because legislators waited until the
last day of the session to pass a budget,
they will be unable to override any of
Bevin’s line-item vetoes.
December. He sighted a need for the 
Kentucky legislature to take a role in 
drafting the change.
“Today, I took action to uphold sev-
eral commitments I made during my 
campaign so that we can implement 
real solutions that will help the people 
of Kentucky,” Bevin said in a statement 
in December after striking down the 
executive order. “While I have been a 
vocal supporter of the restoration of 
rights, for example, it is an issue that 
must be addressed through the legisla-
ture and by the will of the people.”
According to a study done by The 
Sentencing Project, a grant-funded 
research and reform advocacy group, 
there were 243,842 disenfranchised vot-
ers in Kentucky in 2010. That means 
about 7 percent of the Kentucky popu-
lation is not allowed to vote due to felo-
ny charges. Kentucky ranks third high-
est in the nation for disenfranchised 
voters compared to general population.
Jeff Budziak, a assistant professor of 
political science at WKU, said the ques-
tion about felon disenfranchisement 
boils down to a philosophical question 
about the purpose of punishment.
“Kentucky is historically pretty ag-
gressive about not allowing felons to 
vote,” Budziak said. “Your position de-
pends on your preference for what our 
goal should be for incarcerated people. 
Is it to rehabilitate them or to express 
disapproval? Voting is a very symboli-
cally important way to do that.”
both of which exhibit extreme sleep 
patterns during the summer months, 
and their breeding season in Alaska.
The grant began on April 15 and will 
continue until 2021, with an expected 
total of $965,048.
This grant will not be the first time 
Ashley has studied the sleep patterns 
of birds, as his post-doctoral research 
was in regard to the bird’s circadian 
rhythm.
“Any mammal is going to synchro-
nize their circadian rhythm to the light 
dark cycles, but during [the summer] 
there is no light dark cycle,” Ashley 
said.
The interest in sleep patterns came 
during his second post-doctoral re-
search and started with transmitters in 
hamsters to study their sleep.
“When I came to Western, since 
my passion is birds, I wanted to get 
back into my bird research, and I love 
working in Alaska,” Ashley said. “The 
next step was to study their sleep pat-
terns.”
The two different species of birds 
that Ashley will be studying show ac-
tivity for 20 hours a day for two months 
straight.
To study their sleep, tiny transmitters 
will be attached to the birds via a har-
ness with wires attached to their heads 
and neck muscles.
A second component of the research 
will be the manipulation of the birds’ 
sleep and observing how it affects their 
reproductive success.
“We’re going to give caffeine to the 
birds, as well as giving another group 
melatonin, to see how each group is af-
fected down the road,” Ashely said.
There will also be a captive study 
conducted with birds being brought 
back to the University Farm for study.
In addition to the research compo-
nent of the grant, there is also an out-
reach and student involvement com-
ponent.
Students from the science teacher 
program at WKU will be offered the 
opportunity to conduct a weeklong 
internship in Barrow and teach at the 
local middle and high schools in arctic 
research.
A course will be developed to help 
these students prepare for the intern-
ship, and will be offered next spring.
A cross-cultural program will also be 
formed during the summer with the 
Native Alaskan people of Barrow and 
students from Gatton Academy that 
are interested in conducting field re-
search.
“They’ll be able to share different 
types of cultural ideas, while being 
able to be exposed to arctic science,” 
Ashely said.
The internships and programs will 
begin next summer during the months 
of June and July.
Ashley hopes that by conducting this 
research, they will be able to compare 
the sleep patterns to those of humans 
and help insomniacs and those with 
trouble sleeping.
“We want to understand the me-
chanics of how the birds are able to 
cope, and see if the findings can be ap-
plied to humans for therapy and drug 
development that we’ve never thought 
of,” Ashley said.
If any student is interested in learn-
ing more about the research, or is in-
terested in conducting field research 
with Ashley, they are encouraged to 







University Senate offi  cers reappointed, committees read reports
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The University Senate met 
on Thursday to elect senate of-
ficers for 2016-2017 and hear 
from the senate committees.
The University Senate heard 
reports from Faculty Regent 
Barbara Burch and Provost 
David Lee. Burch gave a report 
of the latest Board of Regents 
committee meeting, where a 
pathways program and faculty 
contracts were discussed.
“There’s value to hav-
ing a pathways program,” 
Burch said during her report. 
“Whether we can have one 
and operate it profitably re-
mains to be seen.”
The pathways program 
would operate in place of 
NAVITAS, whose contract was 
terminated earlier this year. 
A pathways program would 
serve to assist international 
students at WKU.
Burch also mentioned that 
the contracts for football 
coach Jeff Brohm and athletic 
director Todd Stewart were 
discussed in a closed session.
Lee gave an update on the 
state budget. At that time, the 
budget for Kentucky had not 
been decided, and Lee said 
he thought the state would be 
nearing a decision.
“It doesn’t quite ever seem to 
be over, but it should be get-
ting close,” Lee said.
The Faculty Welfare and 
Professional Responsibilities 
Committee also presented a 
report for approval. One as-
pect of the report, presented 
by Patti Minter, was a Title IX 
report and list of Title IX Best 
Practices, which the com-
mittee compiled to help fac-
ulty who might need to report 
items falling under Title IX.
Several faculty members 
raised concerns about confi-
dentiality when it came to Title 
IX issues as well as questions 
about how the Title IX process 
differs for minors on campus.
At the end of the report, 
Minter said she was glad the 
concerns about minors were 
brought up considering the 
presence of Gatton Academy 
on campus.
“I’d be delighted to amend 
the report to include minors,” 
Minter said at the meeting.
After all reports were given, 
the at-large senators for 2015-
2016 were dismissed, and the 
senators for 2016-2017 voted 
for the University Senate of-
ficers.
Three senate officers who 
served on the 2015-2016 sen-
ate were re-elected to occupy 
the same positions in the 
2016-2017 senate: Kate Hude-
pohl as chairwoman, Julia 
Shadoan as vice chairwoman 
and Heidi Alvarez as secretary.
After the officers were elect-
ed, the at-large senators for 
2016-2017 conducted a cau-
cus for standing committee 
memberships for next year.
The University Senate will have 
one more meeting before the end 
of the semester on May 12.
• Junior Mohammed H. Shaibi, was arrested on April 15 and charged 
with careless driving, operating on a suspended license and DUI while 
traveling on Russellville Road.
• Sophomore Eve Llamas, Florence, was arrested on April 15 and 
charged with alcohol intoxication in Douglas Keen Hall.
CRIME REPORTS
We want to understand the mechanics of 
how the birds are able to cope, and see if the 
fi ndings can be applied to humans for ther-
apy and drug development that we’ve never 
thought of.”
Assistant professor, Noah Ashley
Everyone came together bringing diff erent 
viewpoints to the table, the result is that we 
have a budget that is going to put Kentucky 
on solid fi nancial footing.”
Kentucky governor, Matt Bevin
read more online at wkuherald.com
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Three WKU alumni will be inducted 
into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of 
Fame at a luncheon in Lexington to-
day.
The three inductees include Tom 
Eblen, columnist for the Lexington 
Herald-Leader, and Chuck Stinnett 
and Donna Stinnett, past reporters for 
Henderson’s The Gleaner.
Other inductees include Mike Edg-
erly, Owensboro native and current ex-
ecutive editor of Minnesota Public Ra-
dio; Tom Lococo, journalism teacher 
at Louisville’s Trinity High School; Bill 
Straub, former reporter for the Ken-
tucky Post; and Don White, past editor 
for the Anderson News.
Rounding out the group of nine are 
two journalists who will be inducted 
posthumously: Angelo Henderson, a 
University of Kentucky graduate who 
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1999, and Jim 
Bolus, former reporter for the Courier-
Journal.
Eblen, who was also the managing 
editor for the Lexington Herald-Lead-
er for 10 years, said he was grateful to 
be honored for his work as a journalist.
“It is always nice to be honored by 
your peer, and I am proud to be join-
ing the Kentucky Journalism Hall of 
Fame,” Eblen said.
In addition to working at the Lex-
ington Herald-Leader, Eblen has also 
worked as a reporter and editor for the 
Atlanta-Journal Constitution and as a 
reporter for the Associated Press. Dur-
ing his time at WKU, Eblen, who grad-
uated in 1979, worked for the College 
Heights Herald.
“Western and the College Heights 
Herald gave me a great foundation 
for a journalism career that is now ap-
proaching 40 years,” Eblen said. “I still 
can't imagine a more interesting or 
fun way to earn a living and make a 
difference.”
Husband and wife Chuck and Donna 
Stinnett met while attending WKU and 
also have extensive careers in journal-
ism. In 1980, they both began working 
for The Gleaner in Henderson.
Chuck Stinnett, a 1979 WKU gradu-
ate who retired from The Gleaner in 
December 2015, is the former business 
editor for the newspaper and still writes 
a Sunday column for the paper.
“I was just a longtime community 
journalist who became committed to 
our community, and I tried to add to 
the personality of The Gleaner through 
my columns,” Chuck Stinnett said.
Both Chuck and Donna Stinnett 
worked for the Herald and the Talis-
man during their time at WKU.
Donna Stinnett, who graduated in 
1977, was also the editor for the Tal-
isman in that same year. She retired 
from her position at The Gleaner in 
February.
“All I have done, really, is spend a 
career working in a profession that I 
have loved since high school,” Donna 
Stinnett said.
Both of the Stinnetts said they do not 
think they rank among the journalists 
who have already been inducted into 
the Hall of Fame.
“Naturally, it is nice to be recognized 
for the work you've spent a lifetime do-
ing, but I don't consider myself to be in 
the same class as most of 
those who already pos-
sess a seat in the Hall of 
Fame,” Donna Stinnett 
said.
Chuck and Donna 
Stinnett have also been 
awarded other honors. 
They received the Lewis 
Owens Award for Com-
munity Service from the 
Kentucky Press Associa-
tion and the Lexington 
Herald-Leader. From the 
Scripps Howard Foun-
dation, they received 
the William R. Burleigh 
Award for Community 
Service.
To be inducted into the 
Kentucky Journalism Hall 
of Fame, candidates must either be 
Kentucky natives or have spent much 
of their journalism career in the state. 
Those who have been inducted into 
the Hall of Fame range from Pulitzer 
Prize winners to journalism teachers; 
however, all of them must have been 
active long enough in their field to 
make significant contributions.
The Hall of Fame was created in 
1980 by the UK Journalism Alumni 
Association, and it is located on UK’s 
campus in the School of Journalism 
and Media.
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Presidential Search Committee holds faculty forum
WKU alumni inducted in Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The Presidential Search 
Committee hosted an open 
forum for university faculty on 
Friday, when the faculty was 
able to give feedback about 
what they want in the next 
university president.
The entire search committee 
was present aside from Julie 
Hinson, who was watching the 
forum via videoconference. 
The WKU regional campuses 
were also able to participate 
via videoconference.
Phillip Bale, committee 
chairman, opened up the fo-
rum by explaining the process 
of selecting the next univer-
sity president. Bale said the 
committee had recently heard 
from four nationally promi-
nent search firms and would 
be selecting one to help with 
the process. The committee’s 
next step was to develop a pro-
file to give to the firm, he said, 
and the open forum would 
help identify what qualities 
they would be looking for.
Bale said the forum’s prima-
ry focus was to allow faculty to 
have early input in the process 
of selecting the next president.
“We’re here today primar-
ily to listen and to recognize 
that the faculty is an extremely 
important stakeholder and 
group that we want to hear 
from,” Bale said. “We want to 
solicit your input as to what 
you think our goals should be 
[and] what the challenges are 
— strengths, weaknesses, op-
portunities.”
The search committee then 
opened the floor to feedback 
from faculty members. Au-
drey Anton, assistant profes-
sor of philosophy and religion, 
said she hoped the next presi-
dent would have an academic 
background. Several other 
faculty members echoed her 
concerns throughout the fo-
rum.
“I would prefer that the can-
didates that you consider have 
a background as professors,” 
Anton said. “I think a lot of peo-
ple can claim themselves to be 
academics just because they’re 
educated, and there’s a big dif-
ference between being educat-
ed and being an educator.”
Other faculty members, in-
cluding associate sociology 
professor Jerry Daday, said 
they would like the next presi-
dent to take the university in a 
more focused direction.
“Part of me thinks that we as 
a university are trying to be all 
to everyone and everything in 
the world, and I think we’ve 
overreached in a lot of ways,” 
Daday said. “I’d rather us pick 
three or four things and do 
them very well.”
Patti Minter, associate pro-
fessor of history, said she 
wanted more faculty involve-
ment when it came to the 
university’s mission and was 
looking for a “bottom-up lead-
ership style, not a top-down 
leadership style.”
“The university’s mission 
has to be created by the peo-
ple who make it happen ev-
ery day, and those need to be 
collaborative conversations,” 
Minter said. “We need to be 
the best Western Kentucky 
University we can be, and we 
will only do that if we have 
the buy-in of the people who 
make it happen everyday.”
Darnez Pope, instructor in 
the department of health in-
formation management, said 
she was looking for someone 
who had a strong sense of 
community.
“One thing that really con-
cerns me for the new presi-
dent we will get is just making 
sure that he or she has a sense 
of community value,” Pope 
said. “An individual who has a 
sense of community value … 
can allow the faculty, staff and 
students to feel like this is their 
home away from home.”
Other concerns were 
brought up about making sure 
regional campuses and non-
traditional students felt in-
cluded at WKU and in regards 
to the university’s expansion 
in regards to international in-
volvement.
The Presidential Search 
Committee will host a second 
faculty forum on April 27 at 4 
p.m. in Snell Hall to gather ad-
ditional feedback.
We need to be the best Western 
Kentucky University we can be, 
and we will only do that if we have 
the buy-in of the people who make 
it happen everyday.”
Associate professor Patti Minter
Calendar
Tuesday, April 19 
Wednesday, April 20
Greek Week: Blood Drive
Location: Preston Health and Activities Center
Time: All day
Softball: WKU vs. Kentucky 




Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Ubuntu World Cafe 
Location: Fresh Food Company 
Cupola Room
Time: 6 p.m.
Thoughts on Pop 
Location: DSU 3020
Time: 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 21 Friday, April 22
Board of Regents Meeting





Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Presidential Search Open Forum 
Location: DSU 1071




Miss Black Western Pageant
Location: DSU 1071
Time: 4:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Baseball: WKU vs. University of 
Texas, San Antonio
Location: Nick Denes Field
Time: 6 p.m.
Greek Week: Events Day
Location: Colonnade
Time: 3:30 p.m.
Damned Divas: Opera’s 
Homicide Habit
Location: Fine Arts Center 
Recital Hall
Time: 7:30 p.m.
ICSR Social Justice Speaker 
Series: Dr. Julie Minich
Location: DSU 3020
Time: 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Far Away Places: Chinese 
Martial Arts: From Antiquity 
to the 21st Century
Location: Barnes & Noble
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.




Greek Week: Blood Drive
Location: Preston Health and Activities Cen-
ter
Time: All day
Student Government Association Meeting
Location: DSU 2081
Time: 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Baseball: WKU vs. Belmont
Location: Nick Denes Field
Time: 6 p.m. 
Gender Images Film Series
Location: Cherry Hall Room 125
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Greek Week: Greek Feud Night
Location: Downing Student Union Audito-
rium
Time: 7 p.m. 
Free Planetarium show
Location: Hardin Planetarium 
Time: 7 p.m.
OPINIONWKUHERALD.COM
APRIL 19, 2016 >  WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
EDITORIAL
THE ISSUE: Voter turnout for the past  
three Student Government Association 
presidential elections have been extreme-
ly low.
OUR STANCE: The outcome of these 
elections actually does aff ect the student 
body because the SGA president gets 
a say in what goes on around campus, 
therefore more students should be vot-
ing.
During the spring Student Government Association elections of 2013, 2014 and 
2015, less than one percent of the 
student body voted. During these 
elections, students aren’t just voting 
for SGA president, they also vote for 
SGA senators. All of the people who 
hold these positions are capable of 
making decisions about what goes 
on around campus, no matter how 
small it may seem.
While the process of voting is ac-
tually easy, it’s a little difficult to 
find where to vote. You can do it on 
Topnet, but that is kind of vague 
because if you login and start look-
ing for where to vote you won’t find 
it. To vote you need to go to the 
Topnet login page and scroll all the 
way down. Then, click the link that 
says “click here,” login and vote. De-
spite the difficulty finding it, voting 
is much more simple than you think.
Not only does the SGA president 
and senate make small on campus 
decisions, but the SGA president also 
works in close liaison with the Board 
of Regents. The SGA president serves 
a voice for the students on the Board 
of Regents as a student regent, which 
we need. When voting for president 
it is best to choose the candidate who 
will best represent the entire student 
body among the other regents. The 
Board of Regents make important 
decisions about WKU, including how 
our next university president will be 
found.
If more people voted in the SGA 
elections, the elections and SGA in 
general would be taken more seri-
ously by the rest of the WKU student 
body. The more they are taken seri-
ously, the more SGA will be given the 
opportunity to actually make a dif-
ference on campus, which is the en-
tire point. So, go on Topnet and vote 
today. It’s the last day, and it’s your 
opportunity to care about what hap-
pens at WKU. 
LOG ON AND VOTE
Cast your vote ONLINE for SGA president today
Regency revisited: Fashion tips I learned from Jane Austen
BY SCOUT HARDIN
HERALD.OPINON@WKU.EDU
Confession time: I am ob-
sessed with Jane Austen. “Pride 
and Prejudice,” “Mansfield Park,” 
“Northanger Abbey” — you name 
it, I have the book on my shelf 
and the movie on my TV stand. 
Like the hundreds of thousands 
of Jane-ites before me, I have en-
visioned myself in gown, gloves 
and bonnet. Austen has given me 
much to be thankful for, includ-
ing understanding the impor-
tance of a keen sense of style. 
Listen to us, and you will soon 
be fighting off eligible suitors.
1) Keep it high and tight, ladies. Why are empire-
waist dresses not a staple in today's wardrobe? Some 
say they can give the illusion of pregnancy, but hey, 
if this was the 1830s, that effect could speed up your 
beau's marriage proposal!
2) Bring the bonnet back. The perks of wearing 
a bonnet are endless. For one thing, they protect 
your skin from the sun and make you look incred-
ibly classy when you strut down the street. And if 
your bonnet is caught by a breeze and blows away, 
it makes a great conversation starter! Reading Aus-
ten novels, you get the impression that most regency 
courtships began with a rogue bonnet. I'm sure it 
happened at least once.
3) Parasols are an excellent alternative to the bon-
net, but don't feel like you can't pair the two. Run-
away parasols, like runaway bonnets, are a delightful 
way to begin a romance.
4) Gentlemen, break out the breeches! Living in 
Kentucky gives you a head start here; equestrian
style is all the rage with Regency dandies. Polish your
riding boots, dust off your tailcoats, and consider
yourself a proper gentlemen. Note that if you want to
emulate Mr. Darcy, haughtiness, pride and a brood-
ing demeanor are essential. Do not attempt unless
fully prepared for women to fall madly at your feet.
While it sounds effortless, embracing the regency
lifestyle can be exhausting. Not only must you do
your best to be the darling of society, but you must
also deal with the drama of gentlemen in possession
of large fortunes and with dancing at balls — almost
certainly a step towards falling in love. All the while,
you must keep up with bonnets, gowns and gloves.
Now excuse me while I go rewatch “Pride and Preju-
dice.”
SKIPPING BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY'S
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 ||herald.opinion@wku.edu
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky 
University's employees or of its administration.
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The fi rst 
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
BY MOLLIE MOORE
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
This might make me sound like a 
crazy hippie, but I think my all-time 
favorite way to practice self care is 
through meditation. Practicing mind-
fulness is actually a great way to relax, 
unwind and clear your head of all your 
worries.
There are many proven benefits of 
keeping a meditation schedule. Ac-
cording to the National Center for 
Complementary and Integrative 
Health, which is a part of the National 
Institute of Health, meditation can 
regulate emotions and relieve stress. 
It helps decrease anxiety and depres-
sion, and there are studies that suggest 
meditation is capable of increasing the 
brain’s ability to process information.
I’ve found that adding 10 minutes 
of meditation to my morning routine 
has been easy and super helpful. If 
you have time to sit around looking at 
your phone or look at Facebook, then 
you definitely have time to close your 
eyes and space out for a bit. It’s easiest 
for me to slip in my meditation time 
between washing my face and my cup 
of tea — or coffee, if I really need the 
caffeine.
Meditating seems really intimidating 
at first. Trying to clear your mind by 
just sitting with your eyes closed could 
appear to be a silly way to destress. 
The first time I tried to meditate, I felt 
a little bit like a kindergartener trying 
not to fall asleep during story time. 
I did the typical “criss-cross apple-
sauce” pose, and after 10 minutes my 
legs were asleep. That’s not actually 
how meditation works, though.
I’m not going to try to explain it here 
because it would be silly, but if you’re 
interested in starting to meditate, 
there are a plethora of resources to 
peruse. First, you could just look up 
a simple guided meditation for be-
ginners on YouTube. If you decide to 
dedicate yourself, then there are apps 
you can download to track your medi-
tation. I’m a big fan of Breathe, which 
allows you to do a full body scan to fit 
you with the best meditation for your 
mood. Headspace is also wonderful 
because it tracks your progress and 
starts you off with a free program for 
10 minutes a day for 10 days.
Start meditating, or at least give it a 
try. This activity can do a lot of good 
and might help clear your mind of all 
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records! 
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great 






KHS Tandemania 24 Speed, 2 seat red bike, Alloy 
frame, 28" wheels, 85 PSI, built for speed. $600 normally 
around $1,400.
Sears Craftsman 42" lawnmower, 19.5 horsepower, 
little use, $600. Call Jim 270-202-4465.
The Corner Bakery Cafe is now hiring 
cashiers, service assistants, & kitchen help! 
A place where growth, better hours, and great potential is an 
offer every day.
Apply in person anyday or 
www.cornerbakerycafeapply.com
1951 Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, KY
 The Corner Bakery Cafe is an equal opportunity employer. 
Four tires and aluminum rims mounted and balanced 
off Ford Taurus 215/60R 16". Almost new, very low 
mileage, $300. Also turned rotors and pads and manual, 
$25. 
Call Jim 270-202-4465 
City of Bowling Green
POLICE CADET
Police Department
Provides a variety of support services to personnel of 
the police department. Cadet duties include responding 
to non-emergency calls for service; receptionist, parking 
enforcement, speed trailer deployment, pawn ticket details, 
substitute school crossing guard as well as assisting with 
special events and major accidents. Requirements: Age 
18+ Hours: 20 hours per week. Salary: $8.90/hr., plus sick 
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Drug-Free Workplace. 
City of Bowling Green
PARK RANGER
Parks & Recreation Department
Patrols parks and recreation facilities by vehicle and 
on foot, opens and locks gates, monitors participants, 
escorts participants to and from vehicles, inspects 
facilities during and after usage hours, ensures that 
rules and regulations are followed, handles complaints 
from participants and visitors, takes appropriate action 
for offenders, deters inappropriate conduct and contacts 
Police if needed. Possess High School diploma or 
GED, related security experience preferred. Must 
possess valid KY driver’s license and good driving 
record. Ability to work on one’s own, show initiative 
to complete duties and maintain daily work schedule, 
handle and take control of tense situations that require 
calming participants or offenders, and removing 
disruptive policy violators from public facilities. Pay 
rate: $13.14/hr; Hours: 18-20 hours/week. Varying 
schedule primarily evenings and weekends.
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, April 29,2016
Aqualand Pools
Now hiring for full time and part time retail clerk and 
outside service positions. Chemistry/Biology experience 
helpful but not required. Fun atmosphere. Great Summer 
job. Apply in person from 10-6 at Aqualand Pools 
1260 Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY
Louisville senior Crystal Quite stands on a platform as she performs with her Alpha Xi Delta sisters during Spring Sing on Sunday, April 17 at Diddle Arena. Alpha Xi Delta 
performed with the theme "Land of Xi.” SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
PHOTOWKUHERALD.COM
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STORY BY LEX SELIG
Practice, perform, per-fect! At Sunday's Spring Sing in Diddle Arena, 
the lights were on, the makeup 
was colorful and the dancers 
were ready as the first event of 
WKU’s annual Greek Week start-
ed in full swing. After weeks of 
preparation, a crowd waited for 
different fraternity and soror-
ity chapters to take the stage to 
perform their sets. From “Land 
of Xi” to “Cat in the Frat,” each 
group put on an amazing per-
formance for the judges and the 
crowd.
It’s that time of year again for 
all the Greeks to take over cam-
pus for a week full of fun activi-
ties and opportunities to give 
and help others. The Spring 
Sing competition launched the 
week’s activities, which will in-
clude a blood drive on Monday 
and the well-known TUG com-
petition on Friday at the WKU 
Ag Expo Center.
Members of the WKU sorority Chi Omega perform a dance with the theme of 
"Galaxy Far Far Away" at the annual Spring Sing event at Diddle Arena on Sun-
day, April 17.  GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
Senior Taylor Kemper of Newburgh, Indiana gives a brief pep talk in a huddle of Alpha 
Xi Deltas before their Spring Sing performance on Sunday, April 17 at Diddle Arena. LEX 
SELIG/HERALD
ABOVE: Louisville junior Grant 
Rohleder performs with his 
Fraternity, Phi Gamma Delta, at 
the annual Spring Sing event on 
Sunday, April 17. The theme for 
their performance was “The Lion 
King” where diff erent parts of the 
story were portrayed through 
dance. MHARI SHAW/HERALD
RIGHT: Louisville senior Emily 
Lepping watches her Alpha 
Delta Pi sisters perform on 
during WKU's greek celebrating 
of Spring Sing on Sunday, April 
at. Diddle Arena. Alpha Delta 
Pi performed with the theme 
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» International Justice Mission: Read about the work being done 
by the WKU Chapter of IJM in Thursday's edition of the Herald.  
Makayla Blankenship, 12, from Scottsville runs in the 50-meter dash at the Special Olympics at Bowling Green High School 
on Saturday, April 16. Blankenship came in fi rst place in her division of the run. MHARI SHAW/HERALD
AMAZING
ABILITIES
Special Olympians compete at BGHS
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Cheered on by fans and volunteers, 
more than 250 athletes and coaches 
paraded across Bowling Green High 
School’s track on Saturday morning 
to begin the annual Special Olym-
pics Area 5 Spring Games.
The athletes competed through-
out the day in various track and 
field events to qualify for the Special 
Olympics Kentucky Summer Games 
statewide competition. Competi-
tions included running events, race 
walking, shot put, softball throw 
and more.
“I love seeing the athletes’ faces 
when they compete,” Cameron Le-
vis, instructor for the Special Popu-
lations program with Bowling Green 
Parks and Recreation, said.
Levis said he also likes seeing 
volunteers come out and develop 
friendships with the athletes, push-
ing past barriers society often sets.
“They start to form those bonds 
just through volunteering, and they 
find that even though [the athletes] 
have disabilities, they’re just like 
anyone else they know,” he said.
Glasgow freshman Arieal Smith 
volunteered at Saturday’s games
handing out awards to the partici-
pants and cheering them on during
the events.
“Seeing their faces after they com-
peted just makes my heart happy,”
Smith said. Although Saturday was
her first time volunteering at Spe-
cial Olympics, Smith said she will
definitely come back next year.
“It’s a wonderful cause, and it’s
been an amazing experience,”
Smith said. “Everyone should come
out.”
Levis told the volunteers their
BY BRITTINY MOORE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
 WKU’s Institute for Citizenship 
and Social Responsibility will pres-
ent “Criminalizing Trans Bodies: 
Dissecting Contemporary Bath-
room Bills” at 4 p.m. Tuesday in 
Downing Student Union room 2123 
as part of its Third Tuesday Tea.
The event will include a discus-
sion from associate professor of his-
tory Patti Minter and ICSR program 
support specialist Andrew Salman.
The pair will discuss the impli-
cations of bathroom bills on the 
transgender community and how 
the language in which these bills 
are written resembles other historic 
bills promoting discrimination.
“Recently lots and lots of states, 
especially in the South, have been 
pushing these bills that really lim-
it transgender people's access to 
public accommodations based on 
biological sex,” Salman said. “They 
make it very difficult for transgen-
der people to go about daily life.”
It has been almost a year since the 
Supreme Court’s ruling in favor of 
same-sex marriage. On June 26, the 
Supreme Court reached a 5-4 ruling 
in Obergefell v. Hodges that legal-
ized same-sex marriage in the U.S.
In the time since this ruling, more 
than 100 active bills across 22 states 
are in existence that work to deny 
services to people of the LGBT com-
munity, according to the Huffington 
Post.
Mississippi, for example, has 
passed a law allowing any person or 
business to deny services to same-
sex couples based on religious con-
victions.
In North Carolina, Republican 
Gov. Pat McCrory signed into law 
House Bill 2 that bans cities from 
passing anti-discrimination ordi-
nances in favor of the LGBT com-
munity and banning transgender 
people from using bathrooms that 
match their gender identity.
Salman said the individuals push-
ing these bathroom bills are saying 
their bans address a public safety 
issue for those who are not trans-
gender — a statement Salman said 
is baseless.
“It is very dangerous for trans 
people to go into bathrooms if they 





Greek Week starts on high note with Spring Sing
BY KALEE CHISM
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Crowds began gathering 
outside Diddle Arena on Sun-
day hours before the main 
event began. Throngs of peo-
ple dressed in colorful cos-
tumes and face paint began 
filling the stadium.
This week launches one of the 
most competitive weeks of the 
year for the Greek community: 
Greek Week. The Spring Sing 
dance competition kicks off the 
start of the week's activities.
Maggie Shelton, Louisville 
senior and member of Phi Mu, 
helped co-host the event with 
Taylor Ruby, Somerset senior 
and member of Phi Gamma 
Delta. Shelton and Ruby were 
in charge of everything from 
planning the stage to booking 
the judges, said Shelton.
“We started early. We started 
planning at the end of last se-
mester and knew that if we were 
on top of it, we could make the 
day run smoothly,” Shelton 
said. “We knew about 3,500 
people were going to attend, so 
we wanted to make it great, and 
that involved planning.”
Almost every Panhellenic so-
rority and fraternity took part 
in this event, including a per-
formance by the Student Af-
fairs staff and an exhibition by 
the non-Panhellenic fraternity 
Iota Phi Theta.
“I loved seeing the whole 
Greek community perform-
ing,” Angel Kieslich, Alpha 
Omicron Pi sophomore, said. 
“I definitely think that Spring 
Sing brings sororities and fra-
ternities closer together.”
The theme this year was 
“Once Upon a Hill” with per-
formances such as "Once 
Upon a Pop Queen" by the 
Delta Zeta sorority, "Lion 
King" by the Phi Gamma Delta 
fraternity, "Reign of Terror" by 
the Sigma Kappa sorority and 
"Snow White" by the Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity.
Chapters began practicing 
months in advance and had 
members from their chapters 
or others help them choreo-
graph and coach the team.
“We had two girls in charge 
bouncing ideas off each oth-
er,” Ellie Smith, a Louisville ju-
nior who performed in "Reign 
of Terror," said.
Louisville sophomore Tra-
vis Higdon, who performed 
with Sigma Phi Epsilon fra-
ternity, said they prepared 
for about two months with 
practices occurring two and 
even three days a week for an 
hour to two hours. 
Some students said Spring 
Sing can be an exhausting 
event, taking a toll both on 
performers and those plan-
ning the performances.
“The hardest part about 
Spring Sing is managing your 
homework and study time be-
cause the practices usually go 
pretty late,” Higdon said.
The winners of Spring Sing 
and the other Greek Week 
events will be announced at 
Convocation on Sunday. The 
rest of the week is filled with 
events to bring the Greek com-
munity together, including the 
Blood Drive, TUG, Events Day 
and Greek Feud.
“I hope people see how 
strong our Greek community
is,” Shelton said. “There are so
many passionate people about
the Greek community, and
I hope people walked out of
Diddle last night knowing that
we have the strongest Greek
community in the state.”
Brentwood, Tennessee freshman Jessie Houk dances during Greek Week’s Spring Sing event with her
sorority Alpha Omicron Pi in their performance of “Hogwarts.” The girls choreographed and pre-
formed the dance on stage in  Diddle Arena on April 17. LEX SELIG/HERALD
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most important job of the day was 
cheering for the athletes.
“Being a fan is the best way to serve,” 
Levis said. “It is all about supporting 
these guys and girls in their competi-
tion.”
Bowling Green Special Olympics 
team member Willie Kirby has been 
competing in the Special Olympics for 
20 years in softball, basketball, bowl-
ing and track.
He said he originally got involved 
with the program because it gave him 
the opportunity to travel, which he 
said he loves to do.
“It’s been fun meeting a lot of peo-
ple at all of the events and making 
friends,” Kirby said.
Although softball is his favorite event 
to compete in, Kirby said he loves par-
ticipating in and watching any and all 
sporting events.
“Anything that’s got a little action in 
it, I like to go see it,” Kirby said.
James Jordan, three-year member of 
Bowling Green Special Olympics, said 
he appreciates the respectful compe-
tition at the games every year.
“We just leave it all out there on the 
track,” Jordan said.
Jordan participated in three running 
events during the day and placed first 
in the 1500-meter run.
In addition to the standard track and 
field events, the Spring Games includ-
ed developmental events, such as roll-
ing a tennis ball, to involve individuals 
who could not run or throw.
The Bowling Green Special Olym-
pics Head Coach, Amanda Day, said 
she loves track and field because any-
one can participate no matter their 
level of ability.
Day said she focuses on the word 
ability rather than disability when she 
works with her team.
“These guys have amazing abilities,” 
Day said. “They don’t care who you 
are. They’ll hug you; they’ll love you. 
These guys love everybody.”
Day said she encourages people 
to come out and watch the athletes 
share each other’s joy and not just cel-
ebrate their own victories.
“It’s just an amazing program,” Day 
said. “The connections that you make,
the people that you meet. You get so
much out of this.”
ABILITIES
Continued from LIFE
can’t freely choose which one they 
feel safer in,” Salman said. “There 
are lots and lots of reports of trans-
gender people being assaulted for 
being in the wrong room.”
Salman said the talk would inves-
tigate what these bathroom bills are 
and what they are really aiming at.
“A lot of language in these bills 
about the safety of children and 
women very directly mirrors the 
language used in the Jim Crow laws,” 
Salman said.
Minter said much like what we’ve 
seen throughout history, campaigns 
have been launched to create scare 
tactics of transgender people using 
bathrooms of the gender they iden-
tify with.
“We’ve seen throughout history 
that appealing to people’s fears 
about sexuality or sharing spaces 
with women has always worked very 
well in getting people to vote against 
all kind of rights-based legislation,” 
Minter said.
Minter said much of her talk will 
be discussing how, over time, fears 
of others and who those others are 
have changed. She plans to talk 
about how these fears have become 
an effective way to enact discrimi-
natory public policy.
“This really is about criminalizing 
[transgender people] because it in 
essence creates no public space for 
trans people,” Minter said. “People 
are not free if they cannot deal with 
their basic bodily functions in pub-
lic."
Minter said she expects all partici-
pants at Third Tuesday Tea will gain 
an understanding of the historical 
basis for discriminatory laws over 
time and how these laws criminalize 
trans bodies.
“It is certainly our hope that cool-
er, more rights-based thinking will 
prevail over time and that ... the ma-
jority of public opinion will shift to-
ward the human rights-based belief 
that all people must be welcomed 
and included in public space in or-
der for there to be liberty and justice 
for all,” Minter said.
TUESDAY TEA
Continued from LIFE
Amanda Fetz, 26, from Russellville, races across the fi nish line at the Special Olym-
pics event on Saturday, April 16. This is an annual event where teams from Bowling 
Green and surrounding counties compete in order to advance to the state competi-
tion. MHARI SHAW/HERALD 
We've seen throughout history that ap-
pealing to people's fears about sexuality 
or sharing spaces with women has always 
worked very well in getting people to vote 
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Tops fi nish weekend with career-best times
BY BAILEY TOWNSEND
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
This weekend, the WKU 
Track and Field competed in 
the Mt. Sac Relays in Califor-
nia as well as Austin Peay State 
University Invitational in Ten-
nessee, both of which led to 
success for the Hilltoppers.
WKU turned in 21 top-10 
showings over the two week-
end events. This weekend 
also gave the opportunity for 
many of the athletes to qual-
ify for the NCAA Preliminary 
Round Championship.
Beginning with the Mt. Sac 
Relays, the event was full of 
big finishes and career-best 
times for the Tops.
Sophomore Julius Morris 
placed third in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 10.29 and 
seventh in the 200-meter dash 
with a time of 20.7.
Both of these times led to 
career-best efforts for Morris 
as well as ranking Morris in 
the top 25 nationally for both 
events.
Juniors Emmanuel Da-
sor and Kyree King also per-
formed strongly this week-
end, both placing in the top 
20. Dasor finished ninth in 
the 200-meter dash and King 
placed No. 19 in the 100-me-
ter event after a career-best 
time of 10.43 seconds.
The Hilltoppers had a strong 
performance at the hurdles, 
with sophomore Jonathan 
Hayden and senior Vincent 
Wyatt finishing in the top 15. 
Wyatt also got his best time 
ever as a Hilltopper with a 
time of 13.95 seconds in the 
110-invite hurdles.
Both of WKU men’s relay 
teams recorded top-10 fin-
ishes as well. The 4x100 re-
lay team placed sixth with a 
time of 39.66, while the 4x400 
A Team placed fourth with 
3:09.35. The 4x100 team cur-
rently leads Conference USA 
and ranks No. 12 nationally.
The Lady Toppers were also 
successful at the Mt. Sac Re-
lays this weekend.
Junior Sandra Akachukwu 
led the Track and Field team 
with the best finish of the 
meet, placing second in the 
high jump with 1.70 meters.
Freshman Jadzia Beasley 
had a career-high time in the 
100-meter event, finishing 
with 11.38 seconds.
According to head coach Er-
ick Jenkins, this time was her 
lifetime best and also moves 
her to the second-best time 
for that event in WKU history.
While some of the team was 
in California for this event, 
others were at Austin Peay 
State University to compete in 
their invitational.
Freshman Keenan Lane 
had a career best jump with 
2.20 meters at the invitation-
al, while redshirt junior Co-
rey Parks finished first in the 
100-meter and also clocked in 
two season-best times.
For the Lady Toppers, two of 
them earned top-five finishes. 
Freshman Morgan McIntyre 
placed second in pole vault 
and  Getter Lemberg who 
placed fourth in the same 
event.
“We need to be more ag-
gressive and disciplined in 
the relays. I believe we have 
the potential to be very good,” 
Jenkins said. “We have made 
progress in most of our open 
events and I expect positive 
results as we move forward. 
We have a good group of 
student athletes and we can 
be successful in every event 
group.”
The WKU Track and Field 
team will be back in action 
next weekend as they com-
pete in the Lenny Lyles/Clark 
Wood Invitational and also 
the Virginia Challenge at the 
University of Virginia.
Graduate sprinter Vincent Wyatt runs the last leg in the men's 4x400 meter relay during the Hilltop-
per Relay on April 9 at Rueter Track and Field Complex. The Hilltoppers fi nished sixth with the time 
of 3:36.35. SHABAN ATHUMAN/HERALD
TRACK AND FIELD
The coaching staff, how-
ever, is in no rush to make a 
decision. Most college quar-
terback competitions are nor-
mally decided closer to the 
season, and WKU’s is also like-
ly to be decided later this year.
With only one week of spring 
practice left, Brohm insists 
that the quarterbacks have all 
upgraded their ability under 
center since the first spring 
practice.
“We want to see constant 
improvement,” Brohm said. 
“I think our guys are working 
hard as we are on week four 
here. We got to make sure we 
continue to have that hun-
ger. We have to push through 
as it’s important to get some-
thing out of these last four 
practices.”
These quarterbacks and the 
rest of the Toppers will prac-
tice on Wednesday this week 
before their Red vs. White 
Spring Game on Saturday. The 
scrimmage will feature all four 
quarterbacks and gives them 
a chance to earn the distinc-
tion Brohm is still looking for.
FOOTBALL
Continued from SPORTS
Betancourt who held the Lady 
Toppers to three hits with 
nine strikeouts during the first 
game.
Freshman utility player 
Bryce Holmgren, sophomore 
utility player Jordan Mauch 
and junior catcher Taylor 
Proctor were the three WKU 
batters to get a hit in the first 
game on Saturday.
Game two was a short five in-
nings of play that resulted in a 
massive turnout for Charlotte’s 
offense and WKU’s first real of-
fensive action of the series.
Charlotte recorded three un-
earned runs in the third inning 
due to more errors by WKU.
The Lady Toppers quickly 
tied the game in the top of 
the fifth inning with two RBI’s 
from senior infielder Brooke 
Holloway and one from 
sophomore infielder Carleigh 
Chaumont.
The fifth was where the last 
runs were scored as Charlotte 
came back in what a WKU 
press release described as 
“monumental fashion.” The 
49ers notched eight runs on 
seven hits to bring the final 
score to 11-3.
The Lady Toppers had four 
hits during the second match 
led by Chaumont’s perfor-
mance and Holmgren’s hit-
ting. Tudor chalked the losses 
on day one up to poor fielding 
and a problematic hitting.
“I felt like our hitting got 
better each day, so I think 
that was a good thing to build 
upon,” Tudor said. “We had 
some mistakes that we don’t 
usually make in game two, 
which kind of hurt us.”
On Sunday, junior pitcher 
Kathryn Downing and fresh-
man infielder Shelby Maggard 
both pitched two-hitters for 
WKU. The game was Mag-
gard’s first two-hitter in her 
career history.
Holloway started off the 
scoring trend for WKU in the 
first with a hit to right field, 
which put the team ahead 
2-0. Tudor specifically praised 
Downing and said she pitched 
well all weekend.
“Our consistency from her 
in the circle this past weekend 
was huge,” Tudor said.
It was two innings later at the 
top of the fourth when WKU 
was awarded a walk, which set 
the score at 3-0. Another error 
from Charlotte led to the final 
score of 4-0 when freshman 
infielder Rebekah Engelhardt 
made it home shortly after 
stealing second.
Despite Sunday’s win, WKU 
dropped the series and is cur-
rently at 16-21 overall and 7-8 
in Conference USA. The team’s 
next game will be at 6 p.m. at 
the WKU Softball Complex on 




after the first inning. 
The Owls answered in the bottom 
of the third as Lewis grounded out 
to third base, but he scored Andrew 
Dunlap to tie the game. After the Top-
pers couldn’t bring anything across in 
the top of the fourth, the Owls struck 
again. 
A Topper error allowed Proctor to 
come home and give the Owls the 
lead. Soon after, Dunlap singled to left 
field to score Wunderlich and make 
the score 3-1 after four innings. 
Needing a big play, Hudzina deliv-
ered again in the top of the fifth in-
ning. He doubled to left field to bring 
home Janes, cutting the Owls’ lead to 
one. 
It wasn’t until the top of the seventh 
when the Toppers threatened again. 
However, with men on second and 
third base with only one out, the Owls 
made a huge double play to get out of 
the inning and maintain a 3-2 lead. 
Otto struck out two straight Toppers 
to get out of the inning, and Rice held 
on to its 3-2 victory to complete the 
sweep.
Next, WKU hosts Belmont University 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at Nick Denes Field. 
Earlier this year, the Hilltoppers de-
feated the Bruins 10-4 in Nashville.
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As the Hilltoppers head into the last 
week of spring practice, the coach-
ing staff has still not named a starting 
quarterback as the competition is still 
ongoing.
Senior quarterbacks Tyler Ferguson 
and Nelson Fishback along with red-
shirt junior Mike White and redshirt 
sophomore Drew Eckels are the four 
candidates to replace former Confer-
ence USA player of the year Brandon 
Doughty.
As of press time, the four Hilltoppers 
are still locked in a tight battle to lead 
WKU under center when it takes the 
field on Sept. 1 against Rice University.
“I think right now we are giving 
equal reps for the most part across the 
board,” Head Coach Jeff Brohm said. 
“We have to get them all ready to play. 
They are all important. They are work-
ing very, very hard to get better.”
Fishback is usually the first quarter-
back who trots out with the first-string 
offense in practice. However, each of 
the four see a lot of time with the rest 
of the offensive starters.
Fishback was previously the back-
up quarterback behind Doughty for 
the past three seasons and has spent 
more time with WKU’s offense then 
the other three candidates.
He also brings a different element 
to the game in that he possesses the 
talent both to pass the ball and to run 
effectively.
The coaching staff has featured 
Fishback in several designed plays 
in practice that have him running 
the ball from the quarterback posi-
tion. However, this competition is still 
open, Brohm said.
“I have seen improvement, and that’s 
the important thing. We are making it 
as hard on them as we can so we can 
try to get them game ready,” Brohm 
said. “You would like to see someone 
single themselves out. I am not sure 
we have seen that to this point.”
While Fishback might have the up-
per hand in experience, Ferguson, 
White and Eckels have displayed their 
own strengths.





Freshmen infi elders Rebekah Engelhardt (7) and Hannah Mabrey (26) point their lightsabers toward a teammate after WKU 
scores a run during the Lady Toppers’ game against Tennessee Tech on Wednesday, April 13. The Hilltoppers took down the 
Golden Eagles 5-3. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
BY SAM PORTER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU baseball team 
traveled to Houston last 
weekend to take on the 
nationally ranked Rice Uni-
versity Owls in a three-game 
Conference USA series during 
Friday and Saturday. 
Rice swept the Hilltoppers as 
the Owls won by scores of 9-3, 
5-2 and 3-2. The series drops 
WKU to 18-17 (6-9 C-USA) 
and improves the Owls to 24-
11 overall (12-3 C-USA).
In the opening game, se-
nior infielder Danny Hudzina 
took no time getting the Top-
pers the opening run of the 
series as the Conference USA’s 
leader in hits roped a double 
down the left field line to score 
redshirt junior outfielder Zach 
Janes. 
After the opening run, senior 
pitcher Austin King and Rice’s 
Jon Dubplantier went back 
and forth from the mound. 
The two pitchers didn’t allow 
another run until the bottom 
of the sixth inning, when the 
Owls caught fire. 
With two outs in the bottom 
of the fifth, Rice’s Dane Myers 
singled down the third base 
line to score Connor Tekyl to 
tie the game. 
Two batters later, Dominic 
DiCaprio singled to right field 
to bring home Ryan Chan-
dler and Tristan Gray to make 
the score 3-1. Finally, with the 
bases loaded, Dayne Wun-
derlich hit a grand slam to 
extend the lead to 7-1 before 
the Toppers got the final out to 
end the fifth inning.
“That inning just blew up on 
us,” Head Coach John Paw-
lowski said about the seven-
run fifth inning in a post-game 
interview. “I felt bad for Austin 
because he pitched extremely 
well up until that fifth inning. 
I thought he was on his route 
to having his best pitch count 
of the year. One big mistake at 
the mound changed the whole 
complexion of the game.”
After the Toppers went down 
1-2-3 in the top of the sixth in-
ning, the Owls struck again. 
Chandler hit an RBI double to 
left centerfield to score Lewis 
to extend the Rice lead to 8-1. 
The Toppers found some 
momentum at the plate in 
the seventh as sophomore in-
fielder Steven Kraft hit down 
the right side to score redshirt 
junior infielder Leiff Clarkson. 
After the Owls made a pitch-
ing change, redshirt junior 
outfielder Zach Janes scored 
junior catcher Hunter Wood 
on a fielder’s choice
The Owls added one more 
run and the Toppers only got 
one hit in the final two in-
nings; Rice won the opening 
game by a final score of 9-3.
In game two on Satur-
day, Hudzina brought in the 
game’s opening run again. 
The Palm City, Florida, native 
doubled to left center to bring 
home Kraft to give the Toppers 
an early 1-0 lead. 
After senior pitcher Josh 
Bartley pitched a scoreless 
first inning, freshman in-
fielder Steven DiPuglia added 
to the Topper lead. The Pem-
broke Pines, Florida, native 
singled up the middle to score 
Clarkson to extend the Topper 
lead to 2-0. 
The Owls answered in the 
bottom of the third. Gray sin-
gled through the right side to 
score Ford Proctor to cut the 
lead to one. Gray tried to steal 
second but was tagged out. 
However, Myers scored on the 
play to tie the game after three 
innings. 
The Owls pulled away in the 
left inning as DiCaprio singled 
to left center to score Myers to 
give the Owls the lead. Hunter 
Kopycinski followed up with 
an RBI single to score Gray. 
Junior pitcher Sam Higgs 
threw a wild pitch that al-
lowed Wunderlich to come 
home to cap off a three-run 
inning, which gave the Owls 
a 5-2 lead after six innings. 
Blake Fox and Glenn Otto al-
lowed only one more Topper 
hit the rest of the game, and 
the Owls won by a final score 
of 5-2 to clinch the series.
In the series finale, the Top-
pers once again brought 
home the opening run. Janes 
grounded out but scored Kraft 
to give the Toppers a 1-0 lead 
Junior catcher Hunter Wood (9) swings at a pitch in a game against Evansville at Nick Denes Field on 
April 5. The Hilltoppers won the game 6-5.  LEX SELIG/HERALD
Rice sweeps Hilltoppers in conference series
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finishing 
strong
Lady Toppers win last game in series defeat
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
In a three-game series that took 
place this past weekend, the Lady 
Toppers softball team lost two of their 
three matches to the Charlotte 49ers.
On Friday, WKU traveled from Bowl-
ing Green to Charlotte, N.C. to play in 
the series. The first two games of the 
weekend took place on Saturday at the 
Philips Softball Complex.
The home advantage was obvious 
in these games, both of which Char-
lotte won. The third game was a turn-
around for WKU as they swept Sunday 
with a 4-0 victory.
“We wanted to win the series and we 
didn’t do that, but I felt like we went 
out on a high note,” Head Coach Amy 
Tudor said.
Game one was won by the 49ers by 
a small margin with Charlotte scor-
ing one run. The second game proved 
fatal for the Lady Toppers when Char-
lotte defeated them 11-3. WKU rallied 
in the third game on Sunday though to 
take the 49ers 4-0.
The driving force behind Saturday’s 
results was WKU errors. Another 
factor was Charlotte’s pitcher Lexi 
SEE SOFTBALL PAGE B3
